Lower Bengal with epidemic fever. We have on several occasions drawn the attention of our readers to this subject, endeavouring to point out the means which seemed to us best calculated to lead to precise kuowledge; it is consequently unnecessary at present to reiterate our ideas on the subject. There can be no doubt as to the nature of the Bill lately introduced into the Bengal Council, for the Hon'ble A. Eden says, it is simply "to be looked on as a tentative measure, as the ground-work of future legislation possibly on the subject." Surely this is but faint-hearted action, and very meagre consolation for the inhabitants of districts suffering, as some of those in Lower Bengal are, from this terrible epidemic fever. Mr. Eden's language, however, is plain enough and correctly represents the real scope of the measure ; moreover, it seems to us, if the purpose of the Bill were anything more substantial than the experimental piece of legislation noticed by Mr. Eden, it would, if carried out in accordance with the objects and reasons described below, fail to relieve the inhabitants of the fever-stricken districts from the plague which affects them.
These objects and reasons are thus described in the Government Gazette of the 10th December, 1870:? " The Government, having observed the prevalence of fever of an aggravated character in many districts of Bengal, caused investigations to be made, from which it clearly appeared that the chief cause of surh fever was the defective drainage of the districts subject to it. It also appeared that in many cases the drainage might be improved, and the cause of disease removed, by works which would extend over considerable areas, and would require the co-operation of many proprietors of land. Such co-operation, however, could not always be received, and no considerable attempt has hitherto been made by the proprietors to improve the drainage of their estates. This Bill has consequently been proposed with the object of enabling the necessary drainage of a district to be improved, even though all the proprietors should not assent to such improvement, or be willing to bear the cost of accomplishing it."
